Joshua 24:14-15



(Click slide 1)The Appetite for More.  If there's a single word that summarizes American hopes and obsessions that's it -- More!  More money, more success, more luxuries, more gizmos.  We live for more.  For our next raise, our next house.  And the things we already have, however wonderful they are, then to pale in comparison to the things we might still get.  The appetite for more characterizes the American frontier from it's beginnings.  Proverbs 27:20 "Death and Destruction are never satisfied, and neither are the eyes of man.”

Today, we are going to talk about our quest for more.  We are going to talk about priorities.  What really has first place in your heart?  Is it your family?   Is it your job?   Is it your recreational pursuits?  Is it the quest for more?   Is it God?(Click slide 2)  Our God tells his people and us today, I want first place in your life, and I want to be able to see the priority you give to me in your life.  Let the attitude of Joshua, be our attitude today, “As For Me and My House, We will Serve the Lord!”

 Do you realize how much of your life has been modified by the culture around you?  There are so many attitudes and approaches to life that we encounter every day.  We don’t notice how we have begun to adopt them. (Click slide 3)

The children of Israel were not so much different from us in some ways.  They had picked up quite a few bad habits along the way from the cultures around them.  Abraham’s family had a history of adopting idols from the people around them.  We find his grand-daughter-in-law smuggling Laban’s household gods for her journey.  During the hundreds of years that Israel lived in Egypt they picked upon the gods there were woven into the fabric of that country.  Gods like Ra, the sun god, Nut, the sky god, and Apis the bull.   What a shock to see them create and worship a golden calf right outside Mt. Sinai where God himself displayed his awesome power.  Now they were in promised land with victory upon victory under their belts, just as God had promised.  Even there the idolatry of the nations around them found its way into the fiber of the Israelite people.
They had a lukewarmness to these idols, as if some association wouldn’t hurt them.  They looked to these idols as a safety net when God didn’t seem like he was coming through for them.  They liked these idols because they appealed to their lust, since some of the religions catered to sexual activity with temple prostitutes.   Many saw nothing wrong with worshipping these idols during the week and then coming to the temple to stand before God on the Sabbath. (Click slide 4)

But have things really changed all that much?  Our country is filled with all sorts of different gods and spiritual philosophies.  It entertains religions from every corner of the world.  Our country caters to many sexual lifestyles that undermine the sanctity of marriage.  Many put a lot of weight into horoscopes and spiritual mediums. There are idols all around us.  But the idol that seems to make the most inroads into our lives in America is the idol of materialism.  Our culture loves money and what it can buy.  We have an incredible thirst for more. Why do I always want more?  What motivates me to never be satisfied with what I have?  Three misconceptions that are found in our culture.(Click slide 5)
1.  Having more things will make me more happy. The ads tell us that so it must be true!  There's not any doubt about it.  Here's an ad for a car that plainly says, "You can buy happiness."  If it's in the paper, it's got to be true, right? You can buy happiness right here in the center of Bay City. We believe in Life, Liberty, and the Purchase of happiness.  It's American.  The fact is, things can bring happiness.  The problem is, it's temporary.  It's just for a while.  Things do make you happy.  If you get a gift, you're happy about it.  But it doesn't last and after a while the thrill goes away and the excitement fades and boredom sets in because things never change and people change. We get bored with things that don't change so we want to redecorate... It's fun for a while but the happiness doesn't last. (Click slide 6)
 2.  Having more things will make me more important.
This is the idea that's promoted by shows like "Lifestyles of the Rich and Tackey" that if I've got money, then I must be important.  The misconception is, I am what I own, that my valuables determine my value, that if I have little then I must be worth little.  So since I want to be liked and respected and looked up to, I must continually keep on getting more and more and more.  I've got to keep up with the Jones'.  Don't worry about keeping up with the Jones' -- they just refinanced.  Having more things does not make me more important.  It's amazing what people will pay for a status symbol.  Some people will pay $50 more for a shirt because it's got a little thing up in the corner.  It's still made out of cotton.  You pay $50 more for that little horse.(Click slide 7) 
3.  Having more things will make me more secure."If I could just achieve financial independence..."  Have you heard that one?  As if that's the goal of life.  The fact is, the more you have, the more insecure you can be because the more you have to worry about.  The more you have, the more time and energy it takes to maintain it.  The more you have, the more insurance you have to pay to insure it.   I never worry about the barnacles on my yacht -- I don't have a yacht.  I never worry about thieves robbing my wife’s mink.  She doesn’t have one.  The less you have, the less you have to worry about.  You don't have to pay insurance on it and you don't have to take care of the upkeep and maintenance.  The Bible says it's dumb to base your security on how much you've acquired because you can lose it all. The truth is, real security can only be found when you place your security in something that can't be taken away from you.  If you put it in something that can be taken away from you, you put your security in things, things can be ripped off from you a million different ways -- legally or illegally.  You must have security in something that cannot be taken away from you and the only thing that cannot be taken away from you (because even your family can be taken away from you) is your relationship to God.(Click slide 8)  

Look at how this God provides security for his people.  Consider the children of Israel.   It is interesting that Joshua gathered the people at Shechem- the place Abraham had settled down when he first came to the land of Canaan.  The land that God promised his people they would have oneday.  Now they do own it.  Joshua revealed the great things God had done during the years.  He had fed them with manna and quail.  He had opened the Red Sea so they could pass through.  He had brought water for them out of a rock.  He had destroyed their enemies.  Joshua reminded them of their special identity as God’s people.  He challenged them to see what their real treasure was and to make a conscious choice to rid themselves of those other things that would get in the way.(Click slide 9)  What about us?  Is not Jesus our real treasure?  Doesn’t he provide us real security?  In Him are found all the answers of the mystery of life.  In Him is found real holiness.  In him is found real love.  In him is found real justice.  What treasure could be greater than Jesus whose life was our rescue, whose holiness becomes our perfection before God, whose death on the cross becomes our forgiveness, whose resurrection becomes our life, whose ruling over everything today becomes our power, whose return becomes our entrance to glory in the actual presence of God.   Loving allegiance to the Lord means we have to face choices.  What will show that he is our treasure, the number one person in our lives? (Click slide 10)

By throwing off the idol of materialism in our lives!  How do we do that.
RESIST COMPARING WHAT I HAVE TO OTHERS  2 Corinthians 10:12 "We do not dare classify or compare ourselves it is not wise."  It's dumb.  It is not smart to compare yourself to other people because God's made us all to be unique and comparing inevitably leads to coveting.  Just about the time you're starting to feel good with what you've got, you look over your shoulder and somebody just got the newer model.  And you got a 3000 SXQDT and the guy next to you got a 3001 SXQDT but the problem is, by the time he's bought his the company's come out with a 4001 PDQ!  It's intentional.  They want to keep you on the line.  It is intentional.  It is this constant consumer driven society that we live in and you've got to stop comparing yourself to others if you're going to get off the rat race, if you're going to get off the track.(Click slide 11) 2.  REJOICE IN WHAT I DO HAVE 
Be grateful for what you've got.  Ecclesiastes 6:9 "It is better to be satisfied with what you have than to always be wanting something else."  It's a lot cheaper too.  Contentment is not a natural trait.  It must be learned.  You have to learn it.  I invite you to enroll in the school of contentment.  Say, "God, teach me to learn to be satisfied with what I have rather than always be wanting something else."  G. K. Chesterton says there's two ways to have enough.  One, get more. Two, desire less.  If you desire less, you can be content without having to get more.  You can get off the track.

(Click slide 12) 3. The third way to throw off Materialism is FIRST-FRUIT GIVING. Give to God before all other purchases and bills from your income.  Be a percentage giver.   10% is a good foundation to work from.  If you want to break out of the consumer society there's only one antidote to materialism.  Giving.  Why?  Because it's the exact opposite of getting.  That's what materialism is -- get, get, get!  Get all you can and can all you get.  The exact opposite of getting is giving.  The point is that every time you tithe, every time you do an act of generosity, every time you give, every time you sit down and write out that check, you are winning a spiritual victory over materialism. Every time you do it.  You're saying, "I'm going to buck the flow of life that says get, get, get.  I'm going to show that my trust is in God and I'm believing that God can pay my debts if I put Him first in my life and that He is my source of supply and that He really is number one in my life.  My giving is proof of that ‑- my evidence." (Click slide 13)  4.  REFOCUS ON PERMANENT VALUES

Colossians 3:2 "Set your mind on things above, not on earthly things."  Look at life from God's viewpoint.  Realize that all possessions are temporary.  Focus on what's going to last forever.  Everything material will eventually vanish. 

Dr. James Dobson says, "I have concluded that the accumulation of wealth even if I could achieve it is an insufficient reason for living.  When I reach the end of my days, a moment or two from now, I must look backwards on something more meaningful than the pursuit of houses and lands and machines and stocks and bonds. Nor is fame of any lasting benefit.  I will consider my earthy existence to have been wasted unless I can recall a loving family, consistent investment in the lives of people, and an earnest attempt to serve the God who made me." "Lord, help me to focus on permanent values. Help me to readjust my lifestyle because I'm going to spend more time on that side of eternity than I will on this side."

