Teacher Guide – Session 1 Sample
Small Talk to God Talk

Session I

(Session 1 and 2 can be taught in one hour)

Click slide 1 once, and allow the introductory slide to play.  After the music is finished click for slide 2, which emphasizes the importance of practicing what is learned in this course in the breakout sessions.

The third slide, once it is clicked, will run through the next 4 slides automatically.  You will be hearing about the story of Esther.  Basically, Esther found herself in a situation where she had a wonderful opportunity to act on behalf of God and His people.  She only needed to realize this and with God’s help to act on the situation.

Go through the questions on the student guide quickly with the students.

After you finish questions 1 to 5a, ask the question on the student sheet, 

“How do these words apply to the situations we find ourselves in this life?”

Answer: The parallel to evangelism is that God puts us into situations where we can act on his behalf, if only we would open our eyes and take the necessary steps to be witnesses for Him. 

Click slide 7 now, which speaks of how we are put into various situations so we can be witnesses for Christ.

After slide 7 is clicked you may mention how lay people are the best witnesses you can possibly hope to have in the church.

Ask the people this question:

How do people meet Jesus and/or enter into the life of the church?

Then have them guess a percentage as to how many enter a church in this way.

1)
Walk-In


4%

2)
Special Need

3%

3)
Pastor Visit


5%

4)
Evangelism Program
2%

5)
Sunday School

6%

6)
Special Program

3%

7)
FRAN invitation

77%

Some people may think that the pastor is the most effective evangelist.  But this is not true.   A pastor is like a vacuum cleaner salesman.  Now who would you rather buy a vacuum from, the salesman, or from the recommendation of a friend you trust?   A vacuum cleaner salesman has a vested interest in selling you a vacuum; he stands to gain by it.  Your friend will gain nothing.  Your friend only has your best interests in mind.

There was once a movie called, “Field of Dreams”.  It was about a man who cut a baseball field in his cornfield, and great players from the past arrived to play a big game.  The line in the movie was similar to, “We build it, they will come!”

Some people today believe that the people in the community know where our church is.  If we build it, they will come.  But that is just not true.  You and I have to go out to people where they are, build relationships with them, and share the law and the gospel with them.   We can’t expect them to just walk through the door of our churches because we are there.

Click slide 8.   People today seem to have impressions about the word evangelist in our society today.   Some may view this word positively, and others negatively as they would with other professions in our society.

Click slide 9.  Allow the class time to answer the question.  After several responses, click the slide again.

Click slide 10.  Allow the class time to answer the question.  Then click again and answer the question.  The students should be filling in the answers in their student booklet.

Click slide 11.  Allow the class time to answer the question.  Then click and answer the question.  Same with slide 12.

Click slide 13.  This slide emphasizes that you don’t have to be a Billy Graham type or a great public speaker to be an evangelist.

Click slide 14.  Likewise, you don’t have to do stuff that makes you look weird in the eyes of others to be an evangelist.

Click slide 15.  Yes, just be yourself.  God takes you just as you are with all your warts and shortcomings, and wants you to be his spokesperson.

Click slide 16.  This slide comes in automatically and gives the class a working definition of the word “evangelist”.  Have them write this answer on question 10 in the student guide.

Click slide 17.  You can either tell the three stories yourself from Luke 15 dramatically, (find a stuffed lamb, coin, and picture of yourself when you were younger) or you can have the class read the story from Luke 15.

Or, click slide 18-30 and tell the story by Powerpoint of Luke 15.

Click slide 31.  Have the class try to figure out the three main threads that run through the story from Luke 15.   Note the emphasis on the number 1.

One out of 100 sheep.  One out of 10 coins.  One out of two sons.

The father may not have gone out on an all out search for his son, but I can see him standing on his porch on a regular basis, yearning that oneday his son would return.   Click the slide a second time to get the answer.  Put answers into student guide.

Slide 32 deals with barriers that keep people from actively sharing their faith.  Click slide 32 once, and allow the class to answer the question.

After they have given input click the slide again, and mention how each of the four answers is a barrier.   Make sure they write down answers in student guide.

Response to answer 1:  How can you say something wrong.  The person already is on the road to hell.  You can only help the situation.  It is already the worst possible scenario, before you even speak.  Remember too, that it is not you that changes hearts but God the Holy Spirit.  God the Holy Spirit will use the Law and Gospel you share to change hearts.

Response to answer 2:  If you have gone out on community survey work, and asked people where they think they are going once they die, the majority think they are going to heaven.  Unfortunately, when you pursue the question to find out how they are going to get there, they give a work-righteous response.  It is hard for us to imagine that such nice people are going to hell.  But the Bible is clear. 

“He that believes and is baptized will be saved, but he that does not believe will be damned!”   That’s right, if my friend does not believe in Jesus as his Savior, he is going to hell to be tortured forever, unless I do something about it.  Recognize the lostness of the lost!

Response to answer 3:  A child receives a toy at Christmas and just has to share the news with a friend.  They eagerly play with the toy for a period of time.  But then the toy becomes not as special.  Another may replace it.  The original toy gets thrown into the toy box, rarely to be used again.

There are WELS Lutheran churches everywhere today.  The same message is proclaimed week after week.  We have to be careful not to take for granted the wonderful Gospel message we hear each week.  Appreciate the Pearl of Great Price we have.  Consider it again and again.  Only then will we be motivated to share the message with others.  

Response to answer 4:  Fear of rejection.  This is to be expected. “If any man
come after me, he must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.”

Click slide 33.   The disciples were nervous about standing in front of important people and talking about their faith.  But the Lord reassured them that at such times, He would give them the words they needed to say.  And so the Lord will give you the words you need to say to your unchurched friend.  Yes, “the Spirit of my Father will be speaking through you”.  Make sure the students fill out the student guide question.

