WHEN PEOPLE FORGET ABOUT GOD – Student Guide
JUDGES 1-3

Time period = 1400-1100 B.C.

God’s people had spent 40 years wandering between Egypt and Palestine.  Finally Joshua had led God’s people into the Promised Land.  After Israel had defeated 31 Canaanite kings, Joshua allotted the land among the 12 tribes.  All the tribes would have to do was mop up.  In other words, drive out the enemy and knock down their altars.  The Israelites began to do this, but they lost heart.  The result: A second generation of Israelites grew to adulthood in the Promised Land, living with unbelievers and without strong spiritual leaders.

Chapter 1

1) Who was given the assignment to begin the clean up process? (vs. 2)


2) Canaanites and Perizzites is a merism.  What is that?  Think of bread and butter.
Canaanites=
Perizzites=
Both=


3)   Why did Judah cut off the thumbs and big toes of Adoni-Bezek?

4)   What area of land could the Israelites not seem to conquer and why? (vs. 19)

5)   How did Israel forsake the agreement they had made with God as they entered the Promised Land?

Chapter 2


1)   Who was sent to warn the children of Israel about their behavior?  Where else do we find this person mentioned in Scripture?


2)   What was significant about the town of Gilgal?

3)   Why does the story go back to Joshua here?  He was mentioned already as being dead.

4) How does Chapter 2:10 show that Joshua’s generation believed in life after death?

5)   What happened to the Israelites as a result of their forgetting about God?(vs. 14-15)

6)   What two gods did they worship instead of the one true God?


7)   Name  the fourfold pattern of behavior that repeated itself 7X in the book of Judges?

_____________________ Israel forsakes the Lord for other gods

_____________________The Lord sells them into enemy hands

_____________________The Lord raises a Savior/Judge

_____________________Israel returns to the Lord for a time



8)  How do we see a similar picture of action in church history?


Chapter 3

Read Chapter 3:12-30


1st Judge=
God’s Holy Spirit moved him to take up arms against the intruder.  No battles mentioned.  IDEAL JUDGE.  The best of the bunch.   Peace for 40 years

2nd Judge=
What is the significance of mentioning Ehud was left handed?

3rd Judge=
struck down 600 Philistines with an oxgoad



Discussion Questions:

1. How is the USA like the Promised Land?

2. Why may some believers forget about God when things are going well?

3. Faithful parents do not want their children to be like the generation of Israelites who turned away from God.  What do they do to help their children stay faithful?

4. Name the “Baals” of our culture

5. When the Israelites married unbelievers, they turned away from God. Discuss whether this is true among believers today

6. Agree/disagree:  Bad things are good for people

7.
The story of God’s people during the time of the judges is a story of temporary repentance.  When God punished the Israelites by letting their enemies oppress them, they would repent.  But later they would fall back into their old sinful ways, and the cycle would repeat itself.  How does this cycle apply to our lives?
