RUTH (Click slide 1)
(Great Grandmother of King David)

1. What is the purpose of this book in Scripture? (Click slide 2)
A. To show how Gentiles were among the ancestors of Jesus
B. To give comforting lessons on God’s Providence
C. To show us how Gentiles were members of the kingdom, by faith.
2. What time period in history are we at? (Click slide 3)

The time of the Judges, from 1400-1100 B.C.
3.
Who is the author of this book?

Most likely written by Samuel.  Possibly David.

4.
What time of year does most of this book take place? (Click slide 4)


The Barley harvest was in March and April.  The wheat harvest was 50 days later.

The time frame of the majority of the book was from Passover to Pentecost.


5.
What did the Lord often do to his people when they constantly disobeyed 
Him? (Deuteronomy 28:22-24)

He sent some type of disease, drought, or famine.
6.
What do the following names mean? (Click slide 5)
Ehimelech------God is King

Naomi-------Pleasant one
Bethlehem-------House of Bread
Ephrath---------Old name for Bethlehem



7. How many years were spent in Moab? (Click slide 6)
The family lived 10 years in Moab.
8. Why did Naomi decide to go back to Bethlehem? (Click slide 7)
Conditions were better now in Bethlehem.  Her family was there for support.


9. How did you say goodbye in Oriental times? (Click slide 8)
Proper etiquette requires that the person who departs is accompanied for 
a while along the road.
10. Why were Orpah and Ruth told to go back to their mother’s house and
not their father’s house?
The quarters of a mother were more secure.  Fathers usually had more 
than one wife, and this presented problems to anyone living in the home.


11. Why did it make sense for Ruth and Orpah to remain in Moab? (Click slide 9)
They could get married.  They could stay with relatives.  They would be in 
their own land.


12. How does Ruth show she had faith in the God of Israel? (Click slide 10)
She had quit worshiping Chemosh, the god of Moab.  The God of Naomi was now her God. Ruth wanted to be buried in Palestine. 

13. Why are the words from chapter 1:16-17 used in wedding ceremonies?
It is important in marriage that the same God be the center of the relationship.
In addition, the commitment and loyalty expressed by Ruth for Naomi needs to be found in a Christian marriage.

Read Chapter 2


1) What was the obligation by law for workers in a grain field? (Click slide 11) (Leviticus 19:9, 10; 23:22)   (Deuteronomy 24:19-22)
Don’t go over a field twice.  Don’t reap the edges of a field.  If you miss a sheaf,
leave it!

2) What were the rights of a widow or alien in a field? (Click slide 12)
A widow could glean in a field, but not take grain that was bundled, or
standing in the field.

3) Why do you think the men were talking about Ruth? (Click slide 13)
Apparently there was some field talk going on about Ruth, because
she was taking grain that was bundled or standing in the field.  It appears
that she put up with the razzing only for so long.  She finally sat down in tears,
ran in the direction of home, but then changed her mind and returned to the field.
From early in the morning, until Boaz arrived, she stood and waited, not knowing
what to do.  She was afraid to glean.

4) How did Boaz deal with the problem? (Click slide 14)
Boaz gave orders that Ruth was to stay close to the bundle women.  She was
to keep her eyes on the field.  The men were not to touch her.  She was to drink
some water.

5) What prayer did Boaz make on Ruth’s behalf?
That reward come her way for what she had done for her mother-in-law.
That rich blessings lie in the future for Ruth.
6) How did Boaz show a good employer-employee relationship?
He prepared and ate a meal with his men.  He was very personable with his employees.


7) How much grain did Ruth bring back home? Put it in todays bread loaf
equivalent. (Click slide 15)
Ruth brought back to Naomi 3/5 of a bushel of grain.  That
was equivalent to 20 loaves of bread.

8) What was the responsibility of a kinsman-redeemer?
The kinsman-redeemer was to come to the aid of a family member
suffering from severe financial problems.  If they had sold themselves
into slavery, the kinsman was to buy their freedom.  The kinsman was
also the guardian of the family land.
9) How did Naomi plan to make some money in Bethlehem?
Naomi could sell Elimelech’s land and count on the kinsman-redeemer
to buy it back.


10) How could lost family property be returned? (Click slide 16)
The kinsman-redeemer could buy it.  The owner could buy it back.
All lands were to be returned to the original owner after 50 years,
the Year of Jubilee.

11) How did the Law of the Levirate not really apply to Ruth?
Because Mahlon and  Kilion died after their father, the Law of the
Levirate did not apply.   The Law of the Levirate was the obligation of
a male family member to marry his dead brother’s widow, if she had no children.
This marriage took place while the older father was still alive.
12) What was a widow without an heir at death of her father-in-law to do? (Click slide 18)
She could return to her parents home.  She could try and fend for herself on the
streets.

Apply the Word

A. Some Christians worry that they will not have enough money for retirement. Or that a catastrophic illness will wipe out their savings.  What does the story of Ruth and Naomi teach us?
The Lord will provide and take care of his own.  “I have been old and I have been young, yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken, nor their seed begging bread.”
(Psalm 37:25)
B. What is the intent of God when personal tragedy strikes? (Click slide 19)
God will take care of his children.  He will never leave us or forsake us.  His children
can hold onto Him in the darkest of times.  God wants all to be saved. “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart!  I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33)
We are guaranteed trouble on this earth, but remember just as Jesus overcame this world, He will make sure that we do as well!
C. What key ingredients do we note about friendship from Ruth and Naomi?
Willingness to sacrifice for another person.  Loyalty, commitment.  Sharing the hope
in the same God.

D. What lessons do we learn about taking care of our family members from this story?
We have a responsibility to take care of our parents.  We are not to just push them
off on the government, and let the government take care of them.  They fed us with a 
spoon when we were small.  We may have to do the same for them someday.
Discuss  with the class when you might or might not put your parents into a nursing home.
E.    How does Jesus demonstrate a loyalty to us similar to that of Ruth and   Naomi?


He was totally committed to his Father’s will.  He was willing to give up his very life
to rescue us.  He remains with us every step of the way.  “Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.”
