More Than Conquerors (Show slide1)
The Life of Elijah & Elisha
1 Kings 17 & 18
Intro:  When Baal worship invaded Israel, God did not stand idly by.  He sent his own army: the prophets to call His people to repentance. Around the year 910 B.C., God called a man named Elijah to be His prophet.  The name Elijah means, “The Lord is my God.”
As our story begins, Elijah comes before King Ahab with a message of Judgment.
(Show slide 2) Point out on map where Elijah came from)

Explain the idols of Israel: (Show slide 3)

Baal: was viewed as the one who governed the rain clouds and the cycle of weather patterns, making sure that the ground would be fertile and crops would grow.

Asherah: was viewed as the god who caused cows to calve and women to become pregnant

Read I Kings 17:1-5
(Show slide 4)


1. How is the message of a severe drought both an act of grace and a word of Judgment 

from God?

It was an act of grace in that God sought to get the attention of his people and call 
them to repentance.  Perhaps his people would see the folly of their ways and return 
to the Lord, the true giver of Life.


It was an act of Judgment to show the people that Baal was an incompetent god of 
rain and new life.  It would be a visual reminder of how foolish it is to worship a 
dead idol.


(Show slide 5)

2. What was the Lord teaching Elijah by commanding him to hide?

That the Lord would keep him safe.  God was also teaching him in the Lord’s time 
His Word would work.  Elijah had announced God’s judgment.  Now he had to wait 
to see what God would do through that Word.

(Show slide 6)


3. Why was it unusual for a raven to bring food to Elijah?

A raven was a scavenger.  It was not willing to share food with anyone.  Here God 
had ravens act contrary to nature.

Read I Kings 17:7-24
(Show slide 7)

4. Where did God next send Elijah?

To a widow in Zarephath of Sidon (Show slide 8-point out location on map)




(Show slide 8)

5. What lesson is God teaching us by sending Elijah to the widow in Zarephath?


(see also Luke 4:25-26)

God is interested in the salvation of all people.  If God’s people reject the Word

long enough, God will send his prophets and blessings to others. By sending Elijah


to the homeland of Baal worship, God is showing how powerless Baal is.  God will

use the home of a penniless widow to display his great power and grace to provide.


(Show slide 9)

6. Explain how both Elijah and the widow demonstrated great faith?

Elijah was told to go to a foreign land.  He was told a widow would run into him

in Zarephath.  He had no idea what this woman looked like or where he would meet 
her. He could have questioned these concerns with God.  But he didn’t.  He went 
and trusted the Lord to provide safety and sustenance.



In regard to the widow, we see her willingness to bake bread and give it first to

the prophet.  Before she saw a full jar or a full jug, she made some food for Elijah.


(Show slide 10)

7. What great miracle did God perform for the widow when her son died?

Elijah fell on the boy 3 times and the boy came back to life

His Word in My Life:

1. What does this widow teach us about how we are to handle times of 
financial need? (Show slide 11)


Trust the promises of God.  God will take care of you.  Rely on His power.

When you think you are not going to make it financially review what God

did for this widow.


2. Respond:  If God is a loving God, why is there so much suffering and starvation
in our world?  (Show slide 12)

We are the ones who brought destruction of God’s creation when we broke

God’s law in the Garden of Eden by eating of a tree we were commanded not

to eat.  As a result, the ground was cursed and things don’t grow well all the time.

In addition, if we weren’t so selfish and kept so much for ourselves, would there 

need to be starving people.  Look at how much food ends up in wastebins and 

landfills.  Look at how sinful humans greedily overfarm and overgraze to the point

of ruining the landscape.  God is not to blame for these conditions, we are.  As

Christians we have an opportunity to let our light shine in times like this.

Summary: Although the situation seemed hopeless, God did the impossible.  He repeatedly
stepped in to take care of the physical needs of Elijah and the woman from Zarephath.  When
God’s own people worship idols instead of the Lord, then God sends his prophets and blessings
to others.

Read I Kings 18:1-15 (Show slide 13)


1) Why is Elijah’s action to go to Ahab a great act of faith?

Ahab was blaming the prophet for the drought.  Ahab and Jezebel were

intensifying their persecution of God’s prophets.  Yet Elijah immediately

obeyed God’s command with no concern for his life.  Elijah knew he was

under God’s protecting care.

(Show slide 14)

2) How was Obadiah both a man of weakness and strength?

On the one hand he fearlessly hid 100 prophets of God.  He made sure they

had both food and water.  This was a great undertaking.  On the otherhand,

Obadiah thought that the words of Elijah might be untrue and that Elijah

would not honor his word and present himself to the king.  As a result, the

king would execute Obadiah.

Read I Kings 18:16-24
(Show slide 15)


1) How can we tell that Ahab’s attitude had not changed despite 3 years

of discipline? (Show slide 16)


He referred to Elijah as the troubler of Israel.  He did not look at himself


but he blamed the prophet.

2) Why did Ahab obey Elijah’s command?

Ahab was desperate to have the bad economic situation changed.  Elijah

was responsible for it happening, perhaps Elijah could get it to rain again.

If he killed the prophet, there would be no hope for rain.  Ahab might have

just thought to himself, “What have I got to lose?’


3) Why did the people say nothing when Elijah spoke to them? (Show slide 17)

They were sitting on the fence.  They weren’t sure who would win, and they

wanted to be on the winning side.  They took a wait and see attitude.



4) How could Elijah say that he was the only prophet left? (Show slide 18)

He was the only one who was giving public testimony of the Word of God.

The other prophets were in hiding.



Read I Kings 18: 25-46 (Show slide 19)


1. List some of the pagan notions about how to make a prayer effective.

The prophets of Baal thought that their prayer would be effective if they did a lot of

repetition and increased their volume levels by shouting.



(Show slide 20)

2. Was Elijah being rude by mocking the religious beliefs of others? (vs. 27)

No, Elijah was not looking for an opportunity to win these prophets over to the

true God.  These prophets were hardened in their unbelief and working to rip

God’s people away from the true God.  By mocking these false prophets, it 

was reminding the people how empty and powerless the god Baal was.


(Show slide 21)

3. Why did Elijah have water poured on his sacrifice and on the altar?

He wanted to show the people the power of His God.  The extra water

insured that no one could in any way accuse Elijah of some sort of trickery.


4. What is noteworthy about the prayer of Elijah?

Elijah had a prayer that was short and to the point.  He did not scream or 

cut himself.  He did not pray for his life or for protection.  He simply prayed

that the Lord would let the people know who He was, and would turn the people

back to the True God.



5. Why did God command Elijah to kill the prophets of Baal? (Deuteronomy 13:5-9;

17:2-5)


In those days church and state were not separated.  The Lord had clearly 
established the death penalty for anyone who promoted idolatry.  Today,

God wants his Kingdom to advance through the preaching of the Word, not by

the sword.


(Show slide 22)

6. What was the sign that was given to tell Ahab it would rain?

A dark cloud, the size of a hand would rise from the Sea of Galilee.  The hand would

grow, and eventually it would rain.



(Show slide 23)

7. What amazing feat was Elijah able to do on his way to Jezreel?

He was given the strength to run 20 miles and beat Ahab who was

traveling there in his chariot.
His Word in My Life:

1. How may we as Christians be referred to as troublemakers today? (Show slide 24)

We live in an age of religious tolerance.  When Christians stand up and 

confess the absolute truths of the Bible and the exclusivity of salvation in Jesus 

Christ alone, we will earn the title of, “Troublemaker”.  If a Christian stands up and 
says the Bible condemns abortion, mercy killing, living together outside marriage, 
homosexuality, unscriptural divorces, that Christian will be accused of stirring up 
trouble and being judgmental.

2. What do you think is the main reason that the United States has been so richly blessed by God
for so many years?  (Show slide 25)

An entire nation like the United States may be blessed for the sake of faithful 
Christians who live there.  However, when a nation turns its back on God, it is 

not unusual for God to withdraw His blessings from them.

3. How do Christians today waver between two opinions? (Show slide 26)


A Christian may be a member of a church but rarely go or dedicate themselves to

serve.  At a meeting, a chairman may ask for volunteers, but no one responds.  The

people may not oppose the project, but they are unwilling to help.  A person may

profess to be a Christian, but have a pro-choice political philosophy or believe in

the teachings of evolution.

4. Can you share a time when the Lord accomplished a great miracle in your personal faith life?
(Show slide 27)

Encourage participants to share examples of how God helped them to overcome 
incredible odds.


Summary:
The Lord used a drought to discipline his people, to wake them up, to lead them to repentance.  God wanted to show his people the folly of unbelief.  Today, God still disciplines us to call us back from  spiritual wavering.  God wants us to rely on His power and promises to overcome seemingly impossible situations.  He has given us the power of prayer to stay in constant contact with Him. (Show slide 28)








